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THE. 

| Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution 
o „ 

COL L EGES 


HE ES End, and Defign of Colleges 
was to Inſtruct, Educate, and Train up 
Perſons for the Work of the Miniſtry. 

The Council of Cabilone, A. D. 813. 

Decreed, That the Biſhops ſhould Conſtitute Schools, or 
Colleges, in which the Doctrines of Scripture ſhould be 
taught, and ſuch may be Educated, of whom it may 

be aeſervedly ſaid, by the Lord, Ve are the Salt 

of the Earth; and ubo may teach the People, &c. 
Harduini Collectio Conciliorum, Vol. 4. . 1032. 
A Houſe with the Appendages, in which Students 

live, and ſtudy, under the Inſtruction and Govern- 
ment of a Preſident," Sc. is called a College. And 
if ſuch a Political State is formed, or elch de- 

ſigned to be formed, it is called a College in Re- 
3 pPutation, 


ere d 8 — 
— rr rr 4 MH. — 
— * = 
* 


8 befors the 


pos: 106, Ag 10, 33 


Ie who firſt undertakes to Farms: Eſtabliſh Ne 
Order a College, and gives ſomething for the Be- 
ginning of it, is called the Founder, Woods Infiitutes, 
P. 113. Coke 1-. Rep. 33. Who commonly de- 
clares ſome ſpecial Deſign, and make ſome Satutes 
and Orders, for the future Regulation of it; which 
are always to be mviolably, and ſacreuiy obſerv'd, 
by the ſucceſſive Goverrors. My Lord chief Juſtice 
Holt ſays, That Colleges, and Hoſpitals, are wholly 


ſubjet to the | aws, Rules, Statutes, an! Ordinances 


which the Founder ordains , and to the Viſitor whom 
be appoints. Raymonds Reports, Vol. 1. p. 8. 
Phillips's v, Berry, 1694. And ſo fays Bifhop 

Stflleng fleet, in his Speech in the Houſe>of Lords. 
Vol 3 Pp. 878 Ctatutum Templariorum. 17 Edward 
2. ſays, ** That the Godly and Worthy, Will of 
t i. e. The; Founders: J. is 
„always to be obſerv'd, perform'd and religi- 


ouſly. executed. See Cale 8 8 Rep. 132. Piltons + 
Statutes, | 


When King James 2. comma zanded the Tellows 
of Magdalene Coll ge, to chooſe Mr. Farmer, for 
their Preſident, they refuſcd to do it; . brcauſe be 
was not qualified, according to the Statutes of . the. 
Founder , which, they ſay, they were beund in 
Duty, and Conſcience to obſerve ; and this Point of 
Law is ſo ſacred, that they were juſtified, even in 
Diſobedience to th: King. Complete Hift.- of. 
Ae I 3....Cote. 11. Rep. 73. 


It 


W#, 


It the Founder of a. — in his private 
Capacity, then his Heirs, and if in a public Ca : 
pacity, or Body politick, then his or heir Sueceſſars 
are called Viſitors; and have Power to ſee that the 
Deſign, and Statutes of the Founder, are obſerv'd. 
Jaco's Law Diddl. Words lat it. p. 116. 1010 


A Number of Colleges, together under one 
common Gover ment. by a Chancellor, is called a 
Univerfity.. . \Yet, one- large, and well governed 
College, having, no other in the ſame. City, has the 


Name, and Privileges of a une as in Dubin, | 
and allem. Th | 


Colleges, Vos 2 Eſtabliſhed 1 the preſent 
Form, about 500 Tears. Before that Time, Per- 
{ons were ordinarily; trained up for the Minigry. | 
by the Clergy, in the 'Monafteries 3 which ia ſome 
Places, by degrees, grew up into Colleges. They 
being of a religious Nature, and Deſign; were for 
many Years, cſtabliſned by Powers, and Charters, 
rites” by the Eccleſiaſtical Authority... Biſhop 
Stilling fleet ſays, they were at firft ſet up by tbe 
Biſhops , as appears by many Decrees of Councils, 
about the Time. of Charles the great; who was a 
great Patron of Learning. See Harduivi Collec. 


Cane Vol, 5. 94˙ and 499-, e IN 
Work, AY: 3½ P. 1893 % - mie 1 


None were almitted iato any Okce, of We. 
tion, or Government, but Miniſters; and few to be 
Students, but ſuch as were probably deſign'd for 
the Miniſtry. After ſome Years, Charters were 
granted by the civil Authority, with additional 
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Powers, ny Privilege. And ſince the Refoting- 
tion, it has been reſolv'd, that the Conſtitution o 
Colleges, depends on the civil Powers, tho' 
the Hands of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, for Sp "a 
tual Purpoſes. Biſhop Stillingfleet p. 884, ha; 
Corporation, takes it's Denomination, from the 
greater Number; and therefore the Univerſities, are 
eſteemed, Parts of the Eccleſicftical Body, So Dr. 
Ayliff Hiſt. © Univerſity of Oxford, Vol. 2. p. 32. 
Every College, or Univerſity, is a diftine. Corpora- 


tion, or Government, zy it ſelf, under the ſupreme 


civil Authority, and hath Power to chooſe their 
own Officers, and to make their own Laws, and 


. have Furiſdiktion in all Cauſes Ecclefiaſtical, and 


Civil, (except Felony, Mayhem, and Freehold, )- 
where any Member of the Univerſity is concern'd. 
Woods Inſtit. p. 548, Jacobs Law Difionary. Biſhop 
Stilling fleet p 5 284. The Vice-Chancellor is veſted 
with an Epiſcopal Power, over the Univerſity ; and 
is Subject, to no Eccleſiaſtical Authority, but the 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. Woods Inſt. 549. Annals 


of. Univerfi try College, 251. 


Colleges, are Religious Societies, of a Superior 
Nature to all others. For whereas Pariſhes, are 
Sccieties, for training up the common People ; Colleges, 
are Societies of Miniſters, for training up Perſons 
for the Work of the Miniſtry. And therefore all 
their Religious Inſtrudtions, Worſhip, and Ordinances, 
are carried on, within their own Juriſdiction, by 
their own Officers, and under their own Regulation. 
As moſt fully appears, by the Statutes of the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, at large, Titulo. 16. containin 
various Orders, and Regulations, for that Purpoſe. 


Jacob's 


(3) 


- Fatob's Law Dictionary, under the Word Cbappel, 
fays That the particular Colleges, in the Uni- 
« yerſities, have Chappels belonging to them, which 
i are conſecrated, and the; Sacramento are admini- 
e ſtred in them, yet they are not Subject to the 
% Biſhop, but to the Founder. See alſo Fullers 
= Hiſt. of the COON GENE 3% 38, ae 
= ons 155. n 
2 75 4 . 25 | ; rey an 
The ee in Scotland, 7 140 great, or 
greater Privileges, . than thoſe in England. Cham: 
berlain's preſent State of Great Britain, p. 14. in 
the latter End, ſays, that tbey enjoy all tbe Privi- 
leges, Liberties, Immunities, and Exemptions enjoyed 
by any Univerſity whatſoever; particularly, the Uni- 
verſities of Paris, and nb i And that tbere 
are Eight Chaplains, to Officiate in the Chappel, of 
the Univerſity of Aberdeen. See alſo p. 434. Their 
Worſhip, is wholly: under their own Regulation, 
and they are not ſubje&, to any particular Pariſh; 
or Preſbytery ; but only to the general Aſſembiy, | 
of the Church of Scotland; to which, they ſend a 


Preſident, . or -Profeſſor, in the Quality, of! a Mini- 
ſter, as Freſpyteries do. P 45i) | 


Religious Worſhip, Preaching, ine Inſtruction 
on the Sabbath, being one of the moſt important 
Parts, of the Eluens of Miniſters; it is more 
neceſſary, that it ſhould- be under the Conduct, of 
the Authority, of the College, than any other 
Part of Education. The Preaching, ought to be 
adapted, to the ſuperior Capacity, of thoſe, who: - 
are to be qualified, to be Inſtructors of others ;" and 
upon all Accounts Superior, to that, which is or- 


d ina ily , 


 dinarily. to be mm; or indeed 
e (rv £5509 
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nat I a 
Tad ©. 4 7.8. 12 1 59 113% 

: liens 4 are | mn different Principles,” imReligivs, 
and Kinds 'of Preaching, which, when they are in 
any Degree faulty, cannot always be eaſily re-. 
medied, by Complaint to any other Authority. And 


L 32 


5 therefore, every religious Society, naturally chooſes, 
as far as may be, to have, the Nomination of 
their own Miniſter. And this is much more ne- 


ceſſary in a Collage, where the Preaching, is of ſuch 
general Importance, to a whole 3 and ſuch 
ſpecial Care, ſhould be taken, that it be, upon all 
Accounts, of the beſt Kind. And it cannot be 
reaſonable, nor ſafe, that any particular Pariſh, 
eſpecially, that which happens to be the neareſt to 
Aa ere ſhould — the Miniſter for it. 


By Statute 1 8 11 % T King William, and 
13 Ann, c. 14. The Univerſities, in ſome Caſes, 
are impowered, to nominate Minifters, for particular 
Pariſhes ; but no Pariſh hath Power to nominate a 


Miniſter, for a Univerfity ; this being always done, 
by the Univerſity it ſelf - Unleſs,” perhaps, he may 


be ſometimes nominated, by him, who makes a 


Donation for his Support, with the n, 
of the my 


And where, as it generally ohippetsy: thats are 
Gondel Places of ' Worſhip, in the City, where a 
College is; if the Students | ſhould diſperſe to all, 
and every one of them, this would break up all 
order in the Socitty, and defeat the e e 
in. and Inſttuctions Ne. 

The 


679 


The Univerſity of Oxford, ( as appears by their. 
own Laws, ') allow none | of their Members, i ge 
from their. '\own' Churthes, Chappels, or Plates: of 
Worſbip, to any other Church, on Penalty of cor- 
poral Puniſhment, on all VUndergraduatet; and Three 
Shillings, and Four-pence. Sterling, on all otbers. 
Vent: eee Tit. 16. Sec. . 13 
| FY tb v7 * 4781 os 3 

23 Se ie pacciqulants ad A 
br whole Univerſity, does not meet together, but 
the Members, of each College, meet by tbemſelves; 
and bave a Sermon, and tbe Sacrament, in (heir own 
particular Chappets. Sec. 2. 


And not only the Colleges; but all the * 
Hoſpitals, in Great Britain; have their diſtinct 
Chaplains, and Worſhip, See, preſent State of Great 
Britain, in the Lifts. It being a Maxim, which 
runs through all moral Nature; that, every diftin## 
Society, Founded for Religious Purpoſes ; is, or at 
leaſt 1 be, a nn ann A 


2 « 4 
"Is Ar . 


"Yau 8 in New: ht does -not 
come up, to the perfection, of the Ancient Eſtab- 
liſhed Univerſities, in Great Britain; yet, would 
endeavour, to Imitate them, in moſt ming. as far, 
as its k nun State, will admit qa r 

It was FounDsD, . e Len 
Principal Miniſters, in the Colony of Cox NEC TIcur; 
upon the Deſire, of many other Miniſters, and 
People in it; with the Licence, and Approbation, 
of the General Aſſembly. Their main Deſign, in 
that Foundation, was to Educate Perſons, for the 


B Miniſtry 


('S) 


Miniftry of. theſe” Churches; commonly. a Preſj- 
terian, of Congregational,” according to their own 
JArine, Diſcipline, and Mode ys N . 8 

The eſt. Act, or Slinobde;;! ofthe Dena fe- 

bly, is predicated, \**'U Upon the Deſire of - ſeveral 

« well difpos'd* Perſons, of their ſincere Regard 

_ he 5 e Zeal for, the Upholding, and Propa- 

= „the - Chriſtian; '/Proteſtant Religion; by a 

1 10 ere Mon, of Learned, and Orthodox. Nen; 90 

by did. 56 

| * That Youth, «thro” the Blefſing:of? God, -winhe 

<< be fitted, for Public n in Gbarob, and 
wy Spe 


| Wi nal Wi fall ednet gende ent 
ji ede given, do ſuch pious Reſolutions; ; , and that 
I e ſo neceflary, and Er - grooms Ae ef any 
| ve. be Forwarded 1. | | | 


e pull ey ne to the. aid Ten. Mis 
5 « Hniſters nominated, ( and to their Succeſſors, 
|. *:chofen by themſelves ) :to: FO UND, 
. 1481 Brea, Order, and Corern, 4 gige eva 


+ « In all 8 and Mannes 3. and by. ſuch 2 
e cers, appointed by them, as ſhall, according to 


their Diſcretion, de moſt conducive, to. attain the 
Ends aforeſaid. 


And "MF the Charter 1745, it s nn | 
mentioned ; | 166; That, "they ſhall have e to 
=: aero feliors, L . 9 

And 
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„ And all other Officers, aun Wen 
8 or Weben N 
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The Act, 17 5% has this Met 498 ha 
cc one Principal End, propoſed, in Exectiag. and 
« Supporting, Vale Colege 3 Was, to Supply the 
0 — — of this Colony, with a Learned, Pious, 


e and Orthodox Miniſtry; to which Purpoſe, it 
s js requiſite, that the Students of the ſaid College, 
* ſhould have the beſt Inſtructions, in Divinity 3 
„and the beſt Patterns of Preaching. . . 


10 before them. e 


4 Aud W the Setling, a med, Pious, 
and Orthodox, Profeſſor of Divinity; would 


* greatly tend, to. N that good _— _ 
. Deſign. 


The Wers at dir firſt * in 1 170 13 
_ a Formal 0 of the 3 by an 
a 8 wy 


"6 8 * 41's Order, _ 2 
ceed, to give ſundry Rules, and Orders, particularly, 
"8 That the Students, ſhould be well Inſtructed, 
in the Principles, of Religion: and grounded, in 

„ polemical Divinity. + Particularly Preſcribing, 
——— Bocks of Divinity, they ſhould Recite; and i 
no other, but ſuch, as the Truſtees Mould order, and. 
that ſpeetal Care, ſhould be taken, in the Education, 
of the Students, not to ſuffer them, to be InſtruQed, 
in any different Principles, or Doctrines ; and wu. 
<B: 2 


(w)) - 


al proper Meaſiires; ſhould be taken, to promote, 


the Power, and Purity, of Religion; and thy Peace, 
and beſt Edification, 7 thoſe Churches. And par- 
_ gicularly Order, bat tbe Students, ſhould atiend, 
+ Morning, and Evening Prayers, and other religious 
i Exerciſes'; and elpceidly,theWorip F God, on the 
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0 Lord's ors” on Penalty, pot ene — 

ik . eee 

ith 1 4 

i The br Geserubrö, _ he Colleg! ge fect ® 
Wy Wen dees bound by Lato, and the more facrede 
1 Ties of Conſcience, and Fidelity to their Truſt, com- 
is mitted to them, by their Predeceſſors; to purſue, and 

Is. carry on, the "pious Intention, and Deſign, of 

i! the Founders ; and to improve, all the Colleg e Eftate, 

hy deſcended to them, for that purpoſe. And there- 

'F fore, about ſeven Years ago; began, to lay à Fund, 

7 for the Support, of a Profeſſor, of Divinity, in the 

4 | College; and being, of late Years, more ſenſible, 

14 of the Necelſity of it; from, the unhappy, divided 

= Circumſtances, of New. Mewes and having re- 

{ ceiv*d, ſome large Donations; from the Honourable 

i Mr. Living eon, and Mr. Clarke, for that Purpoſe; 

Þ and Leafed our, ſome of the College Lands; have 


determined, to ſettle, ſuch a Profeſſor; as ſoon, as, 
by Leaſing more of the ſaid Land, or Senor Ways, 
a competent Support, can de obtained; 


In the mean Time, they have deſired, ths Pro- 
1 ident; with ſome Aſſiſtance, from themſelves, and 
* others; to carry on the Work, of a Profeſſor, of 
Divinity 3 by Preaching, in the College Hall, every 


L Lord's Day. Being hereunto, ſufficiently warranted, 
5 9 many the 1 Nature, Deſign, and Practice of 
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- Colleges, and Univerſities: ( whichare, ſuperior So- 
. cieties, for Religious 'Purpoſes ; ) and, the ſeveral 
ſpecial Clauſes, in the Acts, of the General Aﬀembly ; 
That ſo, the Students. may have the Advantage, 
of ſuch Preaching, and Inſtruction, as is beſt adapted, 

to their Capacity, State, and Delen. e 


3 Governors, of the College, cannot, couliſtent, 
with the Truſt committed, to them; give up, the 
ordinary, public Inſtruction, of the Students : : eſpe- 
cially, in Matters of Divinity; to any, but their oon 
Officers, and Subkſtitutes. For, they can have, no 
ſufficient Security, as ſuch Governors, that others, 
who are not, of their Nomination, and under their 
Authority, will Teach, or Inſtruct, according, to the 
Deſign, of the Founders: and, if they ſhould deviate 
from it; the Governors, could have, no Authority, 
to prevent it. And, upon that account, it is more 
neceſſary, that the Governors, of the College, 


ſhould nominate the Preacher to it, than * other. 
Officer, or. Inſtructor. 


\ my 
* 1 


Particularly, it cannot be 8 ; that, hes 


of the three, religious Aſſemblies, in New Haven, 
ſhould chooſe, a Miniſter, for the College; or that, 


the College, thould be obliged, to attend upon ſuch 


Preaching, as they, or either of them, ſhould choo ſe. 
They would not allow, that the College, ſhould 
chooſe a Miniſter for hem; much leſs, is it reaſon- 
able, that they, ſhould chooſe a Miniſter, for the 
College; which is a religious Society, of a ſuperior, 
more Semen and more nee Nature. 


This 
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This would be, to ſubject the College, to 3 
Juriſdiction out of itſelf; in the moſt important 


agreeable to them; or dtherwiſe, they may, withdraw 


their ſpecial Protection, and Support. And it 


cannot, reaſonably, be ſuppos' d; that, the General 


Aſſembly, would neglect, this part, of their Super- 


intendency; and fuffer-it, to be exerciſed, by any, 
particular Pariſh. For, by this means, it might 
eaſily happen, that the College, might be ſubjeRed, 
to ſuch Preaching, as would be contrary, to the 
Minds, of the Generality, of the Colony; as well, 


as, the Deſign, of the Founders, 


Some indeed, have ſuppoſed, that, the only Deſign 
of Colleges, was to teach the Arts, and Sciences; and 
that Religion, is no part, of a College Education: 
And therefore, there ought to be, no religious Wor- 
ſhip upheld, or enjoined, by the Laws of the College; 
but every Student, may Worſhip, where, and how, he 
pleaſeth 4 or, as his Parents, or Guardian, ſhall direct. 


But, it is probable, that there is not a College, to 
be found upon Earth, upon ſuch a Conſtitution; with- 


out any Regard, to Religion. And we know, that 


Religion, 
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(88) 


Religion, and the Religion of theſe Churches, in 
particular; beth, as to Doctrine, and Diſcipline, was 
the main Deſign, of the Founders, of this College ; 
( agreeable, to the minds, of the Body, ef the P Buſy 1 
and, this Deſign, their Succeſſors, are, bound in 
Duty, to purſue. And indeed, Religion, is a 
matter, of ſo great . Conſequence, and Importance; 
that, the Knowlege, of the Arts, and Sciences, how 
excellent ſoever, in themſelyes, are coamparatiyely, 


© 


worth: but little, without it. 15 


2 V4 - 
2 inn 
Ss 


It has been , alſo.. Suppoſed, that every Student, 
might be obliged, to attend, upon /owe Religions 
Worſhip, : Where he ſhall ſee cauſe; or where, his 
Parents may order, or permit; and that, a Monitor, 
may be uppointed, in each Aſſembly, in the Town 3 
with, Benalties, for non Attendance, But, to, chaſe, 
who underſtand, and conſider, the Nature of. College 
Goverment z ſuch a Scheme, plainly appears, Im- 
practible. It is found, by Experience; that no Un- 
der graduate Monitor, can be fully, depended upon; 
and that, it is abſolutely Neceſfary, for the Gover- 
nofs, of the, College, to be preſent; and ſtriktiy 
obſerve, the. Attendence, and Behaviour, of the 
Students 3 with „their .own Eyes. | And, when any 
Parent, puts his Child to School; to Apprentice; 
or, into any other Family; or Society, whatſoever, 
he reigns up, the Exerciſe, of his parental Govern- 
ment; ſo far, as relates to, the Conſtitution, and 
Order, of that Society. And no Parent, can have 
a Right, to put his Child, to be a Member, of any 
Society; and then, order him, to break - the Laws, 
and Rules of it: for, this would be deſt ructive, 
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to, the very Nature, and Fundamental Conſtition, 
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And. if FI hi a Right, t to" OY what 
Worthip, their Children hall attend, at College; it 
would take, the Power, wholly out, of the Hands, 
of the Authority, of College, as to matters of Re- 
ligi on; and there may be, as many Kinds, of Ren- 
gious Worſhip, at College; 3 as vue * er 
Opinions, of Parents. e 


And, if Parents, give the Law; they muſt alſo, 
affix the Penalty; and indeed, ifi it- themſelves. 
But Parents, at a Diftance, cannot, Govern their 
Children, at College; neither, is it practicable, that, 
they ſhould give, ſuch, a juſt Mem o/ Rules, as 
the Authority, of College can, or Ha 6d to A. in 
Execution. gu | | 


For, we may ſuppoſe, for I for Inſtance ; that, thers 
may be, an Aſſembl Fews, or Arrians, in 
Nerd Haven; and then, the. Authority, of College, 
may be obliged, o puniſh, the Students, for not 
e ſuch a Woerbip. as they eſteem, to be 
worſe than none; and ſuch, as they are oblig'd, by 
the Statutes, of the Founders, not to permit, the 


Students, to attend upon. 


It has been ſaid; that, Eb of Seer, 


ought, to be allowed to all; to W as they 


pleaſe. 


Upon which, it has been conſidered ; that, the 
College acis, upon the Principles, of Liberty, of 
Ccnicience, 


(us) 


"Conſcience, in the fullaf. Senſe-3 and fuppoſe, that 
any Mͤan, under the Limitations: of the Law; 
may Found; a College, or School, for ſuch Ends, 
and Purpoſes; and upon ſuch Conditions, and 
L imitations, with Reſpect to thoſe, who are allow'd, 
the Benefit of it, as be in his Conſcience, ſhall 
think: beſt. And that bzs Conſcience, who has the 
Property, of a Thing; or gives it, upon Conditions; 
Uſe, ot that thing 1 and not, bis Conſcience, * WhO 
is allowed, to take the Benefit; who, has no Rig bt 
to it, but according to the Wil, and Conditions 
of the Proprietor, or Donor. And Liberty of 
Conſcience in, him, who is allow'd, to take the 
Benefit, extends no further, than to determine, 
whether he will accept it upon thoſe Conditions. 

And to challenge the Benefit, without complying 

with the Conditions, would be, to rob the Pro- 
rietor, (or Feoffee in Truſt,) of his Property; and 
ight of Diſpoſal. : 


The great Deſign, of Founding this School, 
was, to Educate Miniſters in our own ay; and 
in order to attain. this End; the Founders, and 
their Succeſſors, apprehend it to be neceſſary, that 

the Students, ſhould ordinarily attend, upon the ſame 
Way of : Worſbip : and ſhould they give up, that 
Law, and Order; the College would ſerve. Deſigns, 
and Purpoſes, contrary to that, for which it was 
originally Founded: which, in Point of © Conſcience, 
and Fidelity, to their Truſt ; they cannot permit. 
And in this Point, the College, Exerciſes, no kind 
of Power, or Authority , but only that, which Re- 
ſults, from the natural Liberties, and 9 
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all free, and Voluntary Societies of Men ; ; which is 
to determine, their own De/ign, amongſt themſelves; 
and the Conditions, of their” own he ene _ 
Benefits to others. We 34510 


Yet the a of the college, have eek 
freely admitted, Proteſtants, of all Denominations, 
to enjoy the Benefit, of an Education in it; 
they attending upon; (as they always have done, Y 
our hd of Sa a A while _— are there. 1 
| It has: alſo been laid that; 5 is 3 
ought to attend, the Worſhip, of the Church of- 
England; or ſo many of them, as ſhall ſee Cauſe; 
or, as their Parents ſhall order, or- n 2483504 


That, the Church of Rndland; 5 is the Eftabl [hed 
Religion, of this Colony; and that choſe, who apa 
not conform to it,a re Schiſmaticks. K | 


Upon which, it has bcen confider'd, * 4. 
Act of Parliament, in the Common Prayer Book, 


for the Eſtabliſhment, of the Church of England; 
is expreſly limitted, to England, and Wales, and the 


Town of Berwick, upon Tweed. And, it is, a well. 


known Maxim in the Law ; that the Statutes of - 


England, do not extend to the Plantations : ; lg; 
they are Expreſiy mentioned, 1 


About the Reign of Henry the Eighth, we find 
ſundry Statutes, relating to Religion, Navigation, &c: 
where, the Extent of them, is declared in thoſe 
Words; the Realm of England, and the Dominions, 
or. 7 erriteries, thereunto. waging. And ſo it is, in. 
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the AZ of Union. But theſe Words, were deſigned, 
only, to comprehend, the /e of Man, Ferie, and 
thoſe ſmall lands, near England; but were never 
Extended ſo far AJreland ; much Teſs to the 
Plantations. N I 


After cke Plantations were Settled ; when any 
Act, was deſigned for them, theſe Words were 
uſed, viz. Plantations in America, Dominions in 
America, or beyond Seas, or ſome ſuch extenſive 
Terms. And no Statute, has yet been produced, 
which has been actually extended to, and executed 
in, the Plantations, by Virtue of thoſe Words, Do- 
minions, or Territories thereunts belonging: And, 
it is preſum'd, that no ſuch Act, can be pro- 
_ duced, | * 


It has alſo been ſaid ; that, Governor Yale, and 
Biſhop Berkley, who were Church Men, made large 
Donations, to this College. : - 


Upon which, it has been conſider'd; that, when 
any Donation is given, after the Foundation is laid, 
the Law preſumes, that it was the Intention, of the 
Donors, that their Donations, ſhould be improved, 
according, to the Deſign, of the Founders. _ The 
Law preſumes, that every Man, knows the Law, 
in that thing, wherein he Acts: And ſince, 
by Law, the Statutes of the Founders, cannot be 
altered, f it preſumes, that the Donor, had not 
any Deſign to do it. And there is not, the leaft 
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Founders. 


of hoſe Gentlemen; and for that, 
other Reaſons, are Willing 


can, to gratify, the Gentlemen, of the Church of 


ws) 


Reifen to ſuppoſe, that- the Governor, or Rep, 
intended, or pected, that, upon their Donations, 


any alteration. ould be made, in the Laws of 
the College ; or 


of the „ towards the Church of England, 


any Deviation, from the Deſign, 
or any other Way. 


It it was fo; it Neis as if they intended, 'o 


| Buy the College, rather than, to make a Donation, 
to it. And if there was Evidence, that they made 


their Donations, upon that Condition; the College, 
would Reſign them back again. 

And ſince, there is not, the leaſt Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that, they, expected, or deſired, that, upon 
their Donations, any Alteration . ſhould be made, 
in the Laws of College; we ſee no Obligation 
to do it, in Point of Gratitude. as | 
05 Wot 


But the Incomes, "oF the Farm, at 


not — to any  telivions Uſe,) Hut o the 
'beſt Scholars in Latin, and Greek ; which "Appro- 
Ptiation, ( being accepted of, upon that Con- 
dition,) ought to be ſacredly, and inviolably 


obſerv'd ; as well as, the e of "the 


1 a „ Gotnbey, 
and mTirary 
to do, all that we 


Yer, we have: a juſt Sede, 


England; conſiſtant with the Deſign, and Statutes, 


of the Founders; and 8 have given Li- 
| bercy 
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derty, to "thoſe Students, who have been -efucated, - 
in the Worſhip, of the Church of Eagland'; and 


are, of that Communion ; to be abſent, at thoſe 


Times, when the Sacrament is Adminiſtred, in that 
Church; and upon Chriſtmas; and, at ſome fuch 


other Times, as will not be, an Infraction upon, 


the general, and fanding Rules, of College. 


Tt has been 'forther | ſaid, that there are, a 


Number of Church Men, in this Colony; who, in 


the annual public Taxes, contribute ſomething, to- 
wards the Support, of the College. | 


Upon which, it has been conſider'd; that, when 


a Community, are jointly, at ſome public Charge; 


it is equitable, that the Benefit, of each Individual, 
ſhould be conſulted, ſo far, as it is conſiſtant, 
with the general Deſign, and Good of the whole, 
or the Majority. And tho* it is impoſſible, that 
ſuch a Benefit, ſh6uld be Mathematically proporti- 


oned, to each Individual; yet this College, has 
educated, as many I ho wg yer others, 


ſtood in need of; which has 
been a ſufficient Compenſation, for their Paying. 
about, a Half Peny Sterling, per Man; in the 
annual Support, of the College. 


as they deſired, or 


And, it may fli:] continue to be, as ſerviceable, to 
the Church of England, as it has been, if they 
pleaſe; for the Orders of it, remain in Subſtance, 


juſt the ſame. 


It may further be conſider'd, that this College, 
was Founded, and in- a good - meaſure, Indowed, 
_ 8 n any. 
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„ Years, before chere were any Donations . 
by Church blen; ; or ſo much, as one Epiſcopal 
Minifter, in the Colony. And if Mens contribu- 
ting, eh towards the Support of the College; 
gives, them a Right, to order, what Worſhip, cheir 
Children ſhall attend upon, while at College; it 
gives, the ſame Right, to Parents, of all other 
Denominations; which to admit, as was before 
Obſerv'd, would defeat the Deſign of the Founders ;. 
and deſtroy, the religious Order, of the e 
which ought, 9 to be obſerved. 


